
SEL  ·  CONFLICT  RESOLUTION  ·  GRADES  2–4

How Big Is the Problem?
Sort twelve problems into small (I can fix it), medium (I try a tool or
ask a friend) and big (I need a grown-up now).

Name: Date:

Small problem: I can fix it by myself. Medium problem: I try a tool, like talking it out, or ask a friend
for help. Big problem: someone could get hurt, so I tell a grown-up right away.

Read each problem. Write its number in the right box.

1. my pencil broke

2. someone cut in line

3. I smell smoke

4. I lost my eraser

5. a stranger asks me to go with them

6. a friend won’t share the ball

7. I spilled my water

8. someone is bullied every day

9. we both want the same swing

10. I lost a board game

11. my friend said something unkind

12. someone is hurt and bleeding

Small Medium Big
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ANSWER  KEY  ·  CONFLICT  RESOLUTION  ·  GRADES  2–4

Answer Key: How Big Is the
Problem?
Answers for grown-ups. Many questions have more than one good
answer, so the key shows one example.

Small problem: I can fix it by myself. Medium problem: I try a tool, like talking it out, or ask a friend
for help. Big problem: someone could get hurt, so I tell a grown-up right away.

Read each problem. Write its number in the right box.

1. my pencil broke

2. someone cut in line

3. I smell smoke

4. I lost my eraser

5. a stranger asks me to go with them

6. a friend won’t share the ball

7. I spilled my water

8. someone is bullied every day

9. we both want the same swing

10. I lost a board game

11. my friend said something unkind

12. someone is hurt and bleeding

Small

1. my pencil broke

4. I lost my eraser

7. I spilled my water

10. I lost a board game

Medium

2. someone cut in line

6. a friend won’t share
the ball

9. we both want the same
swing

11. my friend said
something unkind

Big

3. I smell smoke

5. a stranger asks me to
go with them

8. someone is bullied
every day

12. someone is hurt and
bleeding
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