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Deaf History Timeline
Write each event from the box in the right place on the timeline.

Name: Date:

Events (not in order)

Deaf President Now: Gallaudet University gets its first Deaf president (1988).

The first lasting school for the deaf in America opens in Hartford, Connecticut (1817).

The Americans with Disabilities Act becomes law, protecting the rights of deaf people and

others with disabilities (1990).

President Abraham Lincoln signs the law that starts a college for deaf students, now Gallaudet
University (1864).

William Stokoe publishes a study showing that ASL is a real language with its own grammar
(1960).

At a meeting in Milan, Italy, teachers vote that deaf schools should teach speech instead of sign

language (1880).

Write each event next to its year.
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Answer Key: Deaf History Timeline
Answers for grown-ups. Where kids write their own ideas, the key
shows one example.

Events (not in order)

Deaf President Now: Gallaudet University gets its first Deaf president (1988).

The first lasting school for the deaf in America opens in Hartford, Connecticut (1817).

The Americans with Disabilities Act becomes law, protecting the rights of deaf people and

others with disabilities (1990).

President Abraham Lincoln signs the law that starts a college for deaf students, now Gallaudet
University (1864).

William Stokoe publishes a study showing that ASL is a real language with its own grammar
(1960).

At a meeting in Milan, Italy, teachers vote that deaf schools should teach speech instead of sign

language (1880).

Write each event next to its year.
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1817 First school for the deaf opens in Hartford

1864 Lincoln signs the law for a deaf college

1880 Milan meeting votes for speech over sign

1960 Stokoe shows ASL is a real language

1988 Deaf President Now

1990 Americans with Disabilities Act


