AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE - THE ASL ALPHABET - GRADES K-5

ASL Alphabet Chart

All 26 letters of the ASL fingerspelling alphabet on one page. Hang it up or

keep it in a folder.

Name: Date:

i Each picture shows the handshape for one letter, made with the right hand. Left-handed

most letters. J and Z move: follow the arrows.

1
1
: signers use the left hand. Hold your hand up near your shoulder with your palm facing out for :
1
1
1

(r N N N\ w\
\ A J \ B J \\ C J \\ D E F J
o |sex E@ » §§ e@
\. G J H J \\ I J J K L J
\ M J \ N J \\ O J \\ P Q R J
\. s J T \. U J \\ V W X J
4 NVZ N
\ Y J \\ Z J/

\. J
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AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE - THE ASL ALPHABET - GRADES K-2

Trace and Sign A to M

Make the handshapes for A to M with your hand, then trace each letter.

Name: Date:

\ 1
N e e e e e e e e S 4
4 ™
e N N N p
)
\. — J \. E— J \. E— J \. E— E— J
e N N\ 2
\. E— J \ — J\___——
\. J
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Trace and Sign N to Z

Make the handshapes for N to Z with your hand, then trace each letter.
Name:

Date:
\_

Y
: Make each handshape with your hand. Then trace the letter. J and Z move, so draw them in the
1 air too.

1
I
I
1
' ]
A e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e o o o o o P
4 N\
( N\ A4 N\ / N\ )
A Y 7
N\,
e N N\ N N 2
\_ J /L /L /L J
4 4
/ E E: P
\ — J \\ — J \\ — J
\_ J
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Match the Letter Handshapes
Draw a line from each handshape to its letter.
Name: Date:
g
(Draw a line from each handshape to its letter. h
o oY
@ - '
/s w
S
& ° o C
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AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE - THE ASL ALPHABET - GRADES 1-4
Look at each handshape and write the letter it makes.
Name: Date:
.
e N
Write the letter for each handshape. Use the ASL Alphabet Chart if you get stuck.
4 N\ [/ N\ 4 N\
4 N\ [ N\ 4 )
{
\
4 N\ [ N\ [ 4 A
\. y,
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AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE - LOOK-ALIKE LETTERS - GRADES 2-5
Fist Letters: A, 5. T.M,Nand E
These six letters all start with a closed hand. Read where the thumb goes,
then nhame each handshape.
Name: Date:
\_
e N
Look at the thumb
A: a fist with the thumb resting against the side of the pointer finger.
S: a fist with the thumb across the front of the fingers.
T: the thumb tucked between the pointer finger and the middle finger.
M: the thumb tucked under three fingers. N: the thumb tucked under two fingers.
E: the fingertips curl down to rest on the thumb, which is tucked across the palm.
\. y,
~N
Write the letter for each handshape.
4 N\ [/ N\ N\ [/ N\
4 N\ N\ [ 4
\. y,
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AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE - LOOK-ALIKE LETTERS - GRADES 2-5
Two-Finger Letters: U, V, R and K
Four letters use two fingers up. Read what makes each one different,
then nhame each handshape.
Name: Date:
\ J
e \
Look at the two fingers
U: the pointer and middle fingers stand up, pressed together.
V: the pointer and middle fingers stand up and spread apart, like a peace sign.
R: the pointer and middle fingers cross.
K: the pointer and middle fingers spread apart and the thumb touches the middle finger
between them.
\. y,
N
Write the letter for each handshape.
4 N\ [/ N\ N\ [/ N\
[ [ ) L O
N\ [
\. y,
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AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE - LOOK-ALIKE LETTERS - GRADES 2-5

Sideways and Down Letters: G, H, P and Q

G and H point to the side. P and Q tip down. Name each handshape.

Name: Date:

-

Ve

J

Which way do the fingers point?

G: the pointer finger and thumb point to the side. H: the pointer and middle fingers point to the
side, together.

Q: like G, but the fingers point down. P: like K, but the hand tips over so the middle finger points

down.
\_ Yy,

Write the letter for each handshape.

| B | = |
O ol oo
W | B | =]

(ol ololdo]
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AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE - LOOK-ALIKE LETTERS - GRADES 2-5

Letters That Move: J and Z

J and Z are the only letters that move. Trace the path each one draws in
the air.

Name: Date:
.
', """"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" Ay
: J starts as an | (only the pinky up) and the pinky draws a J in the air. Z uses only the pointer i
: finger, which draws a Z in the air. ’:

-
Make each handshape, then trace the letter it draws.
4 N\ [ N\

\ — J U — )
. y,
N
Circle the answer.
Which finger draws the J? ( pinky ) ( pointer ) ( thumb )
Which finger draws the Z? ( pinky ) ( pointer ) ( thumb )

J starts with the handshape for which letter? @ @ @

How many letters in the ASL alphabet move? ( 2 ) ( 5 ) ( 26 )

. J/
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AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE - LOOK-ALIKE LETTERS - GRADES 2-5
Sort the Handshapes

Write each letter in the group that fits its handshape.

Name: Date:

& _/

e N
Letters

%%@@@@@@@@@@@@

y,
. 3 3 . 0 \
Write each letter in the group that fits its handshape. Make each one with your hand to
check.
e N N [ Do - N [ N N
Closed fist Two fingers up om;is dt: EUS Tips down Moves
. /J \\ /J \\ /J \\ / \\ J
\_ J
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ASL - READING FINGERSPELLED WORDS - GRADES K-1

Fingerspelled Sight Words

Each row of handshapes spells a sight word. Write the word.

Name: Date:

\

-
Read the handshapes. Write the sight word.

P =§
RoAV
AR
EE
[P &
N ¥
B
A
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ASL - READING FINGERSPELLED WORDS - GRADES 1-2

Read Three-Letter Words

Read the three handshapes and write the word they spell.

Name: Date:

\

J

-
Read the three handshapes. Write the word.

B
4 fp=
¢ ©
o WP
7 1B &
&

(e
£i~
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ASL - READING FINGERSPELLED WORDS - GRADES 1-3

Fingerspelled Animals

Name: Date:

Each row spells an animal. Write the word, then draw your favorite one.

\

-
Each row spells an animal. Write the word.

EH

1@@% B 3 oD %
G TR TE D)
DEDDEBEE

¥
;
¢

Draw your favorite animal from the list.

.

J
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ASL - READING FINGERSPELLED WORDS - GRADES 1-3

Fingerspelled Colors

Read each color word spelled in handshapes. Write the word, then color the

crayon.
Name: Date:

U

', """"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" \‘

: In ASL, colors also have their own signs. Here they are fingerspelled so you can practice I
. 1

! reading letters. !

~

-
Read each color word. Write it, then color the crayon that color.

YT
FRY:
- BBE
~ @
4Py
4@
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ASL - READING FINGERSPELLED WORDS - GRADES 1-3

Find the Missing Letter

One handshape is missing from each word. Circle the handshape that
fills the gap.

S

<O

v,

Name:

.

Date:

#

_J

SRl

——

——

\.

£
8
8
it
%

L

-
One handshape is missing. Circle the handshape that makes a real word.

LR

iz
\

i
it
i

~

¢
\
¥
4
2
g

J/
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AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE - SPELL IT YOURSELF - GRADES 1-3
Write your name, find each letter on the chart and practice spelling it
with your hand. :
Name: Date:
\_ J
. - - N
Write your first name, one letter in each box.
. J
. N
Find each letter of your name on the ASL Alphabet Chart.
My name has this many letters:
The first letter of my name is:
The trickiest letter to sign is:
A letter in my name that is easy to sign:
\_ J
N
Fingerspell your name smoothly. Color a box each time you spell the whole name.
2 ‘. ¢~ mEEEE ‘l ¢eTTTTmEEEEE ‘ T TmEEEE ‘l 2 ‘l
: Hy by 'y by -
I | 'y Iy | !
I 'y 'y ' ' !
I | 'y 'y | !
I 'y 'y ' | !
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
N e e o L R L L !
1 2 3 4 5
¢ mmmmmm—_—— T e I e T e N pmmmmmmm_———— -~
| ) ' 'y ' :
I | 'y Iy | !
I 'y 'y ' ' !
I | 'y 'y | !
I 'y 'y ' | !
I | | 'y | !
I 'y 'y I | !
N e e o L I L L !
6 7 8 9 10
\. J
'/ """"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" N
! Tip: keep your hand in one spot and don't bounce it for each letter. In the Deaf community, a 1
: Deaf person may one day give you a name sign. Until then, you fingerspell your name. E
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AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE - SPELL IT YOURSELF - GRADES 2-5

Partner $pelling Game

Take turns. One partner fingerspells a word from the list and the other writes
what they read.

Name: Date:
.
e N
How to play
1. Partner A picks a word from the list and fingerspells it. No talking!
2. Partner B writes the word they read. If they are not sure, they sign the letter they missed and
Partner A spells it again.
3. Check the word together, then switch jobs.
\ J
e N
Word list

(cat) (sun ) (red ) (jump ) (blue ) (frog ) (milk ) (star ) (book ) (‘tree ) (happy ) (zoo )
\ (pizza ) (rain ) (snow ) (friend )

Write each word you read.

Round The word | read Right the first time?
1 O

2

O/0000C(O0|0O|0O

10
. y,
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Handshapes in ABC Order
i% @ @ @
-
@% ? i@ ﬁ @
|
N
N O [ O
1 e o
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AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE - SPELL IT YOURSELF - GRADES 2-5

Secret Message Decoder

Name every handshape to decode the secret messages.

Name: Date:

.

-
Read each secret message. Write it on the line.

O PO B
=PRd 2P 4f

=B BaPpPyd
Pp=0 JhF= §F
wRd aPEed

. J/
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My Fingerspelling Word List =

Write ten words you want to fingerspell. Check off each one when you can spell it )
smoothly. \ }

Name: Date: e/

:' Pick words you use a lot: your name, your pet, your street, your favorite food. Practice each
! one until you can spell it without stopping.

# My word Number of letters | |can spell it smoothly

1 d

O 00| 0|00 0]0]0

10

. J
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ASL - MORE FINGERSPELLING PRACTICE - GRADES 1-3

Fingerspelled Food Words

Each row spells a food. Write the word.

Name: Date:

&

-
Read the handshapes. Write the food word.

P2 e®
MRS
1B e o
Z® B
(B o
EPa T
opi-
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ASL - MORE FINGERSPELLING PRACTICE - GRADES 1-2

Letters Before and After

Name each handshape. Write the letter that comes just before it and just
after it in the alphabet.

Name: Date:
.
" ---------------------------------------------------------------------- \‘
: Say the alphabet out loud if you need help: the letter before comes just ahead of it, and the I
1 letter after comes next. E
. N
Write the letter before and the letter after each handshape.

O /f0 O
O®0 oo
OO0 O@C
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OO
Rhgme Time Handshapes
Read the word on the left. Circle the fingerspelled word that rhymes with it.

Name: Date:
\ ,

-
Circle the fingerspelled word that rhymes.

dp= =®F 24+
SUN o€ 4Rd ~bp=
ERG 048 f=
ARd 2PN -89
PIG Faw Hip= O

cake (<} §P= @%W@

m FirstArtBooks.co 0 ASL worksheets at firstartbooks.com/asl-worksheets
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ASL - MORE FINGERSPELLING PRACTICE - GRADES 1-3
Read each fingerspelled word, write it, then draw a picture of it.
Name: Date:
G
e N
Read the word. Write it on the line, then draw it in the box.
s N\ N
s N\
4 N\ [/ N\
\_ /J \\ J
\_ J
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ASL - MORE FINGERSPELLING PRACTICE - GRADES 2-4

Unscramble the Handshapes

The letters of each word are mixed up. Name the handshapes, then write
the real word.

Name: Date:

:' Name each handshape and say its letter. Then move the letters around in your head until they
1 make a real word.

~
Write the real word.

BTRB® Y 2= P B
B DD P
AN % B

. J/
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AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE - DEAF CULTURE AND MANNERS - GRADES 2-5
Read about American Sign Language and answer the questions.
Name: Date:
. J
e N
Read
American Sign Language, or ASL, is a language you see instead of hear. Signers use their
hands, their faces and their bodies to share ideas. Many Deaf and hard of hearing people in the
United States and much of Canada use ASL, and so do their families and friends.
ASL is not English on the hands. It has its own words and its own grammar, the rules for putting
signs together. A sentence in ASL often puts its signs in a different order than English does.
Sign language is not the same all over the world. Many countries have their own. British Sign
Language is very different from ASL, even though people in both countries speak English. ASL
is related to French Sign Language, because a Deaf teacher from France helped start the first
lasting school for the deaf in America in 1817.
Fingerspelling, spelling a word letter by letter, is one part of ASL. Signers use it for names,
places and words that do not have a sign.
\_ J
N
Answer the questions.
What does ASL stand for?
Signers use their hands. What else do they use?
Is ASL the same as English? How do you know?
Is sign language the same everywhere in the world?
When do signers use fingerspelling?
. J
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AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE - DEAF CULTURE AND MANNERS - GRADES 2-5
ASL True or False
Read each sentence about ASL and Deaf people. Circle true or false.
Name: Date:
. J
N

-
Circle True or False.

ASL has its own grammar.

Every country uses the same sign language.

Your face is part of signing in ASL.

ASL and British Sign Language are the same language.

ASL is used in the United States and much of Canada.

Fingerspelling is used for names and places.

Deaf people can only talk with other Deaf people.

Shouting is a polite way to get a Deaf person’s attention.

ASL is related to French Sign Language.

Hearing people can learn ASL too.

.

( True ) (False )

( True ) (False )

( True ) ( False)

( True ) ( False )

( True ) ( False )

( True ) ( False )

( True ) ( False )

( True ) C False )

( True ) ( False)

( True ) ( FaIse)

J
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AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE - DEAF CULTURE AND MANNERS - GRADES 1-4
L4 , o
Getting Someone’s Attention
Sort the ways to get a Deaf person'’s attention into polite and not polite.
Name: Date:
-
e - N
Ways to get attention
Ctap their shoulder gently) Cwave where they can see you) Cﬂick the lights for a group)
Ctap the table so they feel it) (shout their name) Cgrab their face to turn it)
(throw something at them) (wave right in front of their eyes)
\. y,
- N
Write each one under Polite or Not polite.
s N\ N
Polite Not polite
. /J \\ J
. y,
3 N
Answer the questions.
Once you have their attention, where should you look while you sign?
Why is it rude to look away while someone signs to you?
\. y,
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AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE - DEAF CULTURE AND MANNERS - GRADES 2-5

What Is a Name $ign?

Read about name signs and who gives them, then answer the questions.

Name: Date:

\

Ve

J

Read

Many people in the Deaf community have a name sign. A hame sign is a short sign that stands
for one person, so friends do not have to fingerspell the whole name every time.

In Deaf culture, a name sign is given to you by a Deaf person who knows you. You do not make
up your own. Until someone gives you one, you fingerspell your name.

Some name signs use the first letter of the person’s name, made in a special place or with a

special movement. Others show something about the person, like curly hair or a big smile.
\_ J

Answer the questions.

What is a name sign?

Who gives you a hame sign?

What do you do until you have a hame sign?

Name two kinds of name signs.

Why are name signs handy?

. J/
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AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE - DEAF CULTURE AND MANNERS - GRADES 1-4

Ways We Communicate

Deaf and hard of hearing people communicate in many ways. Match each
tool to what it does.

Name: Date:
\_
o EEEEEEEEEE A EEEEEEEEEEEE- LN
: Deaf and hard of hearing people choose what works for them, and many use more than one of i
1 these. |
i 1
A e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e o -
' ) ) N
Draw a line from each tool to what it does.
a device placed by a doctor that sends sound
Interpreter @ ® signals to the hearing nerve
. a person who turns signs into spoken words and
Captions @ o P whotu >1gnst P W
spoken words into signs
Hearing aid @ @ alight that blinks when someone rings the bell
Cochlear implant @ @ words on a screen that show what people are saying
Video phone @ ® a small device worn on the ear that makes sounds
louder
Flashing doorbell @ @ acall on a screen so people can sign to each other
\. J
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AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE - DEAF HISTORY - GRADES 3-5

Meet Lavurent Clere

Read about the Deaf teacher who helped start the first permanent
school for the deaf in America, then answer the questions.

Name: Date:
.
e N
Read
Laurent Clerc was born in France in 1785. He became deaf when he was a baby. When he was
12 he went to a school for deaf children in Paris, where he learned French Sign Language. He
did so well that the school later hired him as a teacher.
In 1816 an American named Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet came to the school. Gallaudet wanted to
start a school for deaf children in the United States, and he asked Clerc to help. Clerc said yes.
On the long trip across the ocean, Clerc taught Gallaudet sign language and Gallaudet helped
Clerc with English.
In 1817 they opened a school in Hartford, Connecticut. Today it is called the American School
for the Deaf, the oldest school for the deaf in the United States that is still open. Clerc taught
there for more than 40 years and trained teachers who started schools across the country.
The signs Clerc brought from France mixed with the signs deaf Americans were already using.
Over many years, this mix grew into American Sign Language.
. J
~N
Answer the questions.
In what country was Laurent Clerc born?
What language did he learn at school in Paris?
Who asked Clerc to come to America?
When and where did their school open?
How did Clerc’s signs help make ASL?
. J
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AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE - DEAF HISTORY - GRADES 3-5

Meet Thomas Hopkins Gallavdet and Alice Cogswell

Read about a hearing minister, a Deaf girl named Alice and the school
they helped start, then answer the questions.

Name: Date:

\

N

Read

Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet was a hearing minister in Hartford, Connecticut. His neighbors had
a daughter named Alice Cogswell. Alice was deaf, and at that time there was no school in the
United States where she could learn.

Gallaudet saw that Alice was bright and eager to learn. A famous story says he taught her her
first word, hat, by pointing to his hat and writing the letters in the dirt.

Alice's father, Dr. Mason Cogswell, and other families raised money to send Gallaudet to Europe
in 1815 to learn how deaf children were taught. There he met Laurent Clerc, a Deaf teacher at
the school for the deaf in Paris, and brought him back to America.

In 1817 they opened the school now called the American School for the Deaf, and Alice was one
of its first students. In 1864 a college for deaf students was started in Washington, D.C. Today it

is Gallaudet University, named for Thomas, and his son Edward was its first leader.
.

J

Answer the questions.

Who was Alice Cogswell?

Why did Gallaudet go to Europe?

Whom did he bring back to America?

What school did they open in 1817?

What university is named for Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet?

.

J
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AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE - DEAF HISTORY - GRADES 3-5

Martha’s Vineyard: An Istand That Signed

Read about an island where deaf and hearing people both signed, then
answer the questions.

Name: Date:

.

N\
J

Read

Martha's Vineyard is an island off the coast of Massachusetts. For more than 200 years,
starting in the 1700s, many people there were born deaf. In the town of Chilmark, about 1 out of
every 25 people was deaf.

Because deafness was so common, almost everyone on the island learned to sign, hearing
people too. Deaf and hearing neighbors fished, farmed and went to town meetings together.
Hearing people sometimes signed to each other even with no deaf person around, like across a
field or a boat.

Their language is called Martha's Vineyard Sign Language. Deaf children from the island went
to the school in Hartford, Connecticut, where their signs mixed with others. Many experts think
it was one of the languages that helped form ASL.

Over time, people moved away and fewer deaf children were born on the island. The last deaf

person who grew up using the island’s sign language died in 1952.
\. y,

Answer the questions.

Where is Martha's Vineyard?

Who on the island learned to sign?

What was the island’s language called?

How did the island’s signs help ASL?

How do you think signing together made life fairer for deaf islanders?

. J/
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AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE - DEAF HISTORY - GRADES 3-5
Read about the week in 1988 when Gallaudet University students won a
Deaf president, then answer the questions.
Name: Date:
.
e N
Read
Gallaudet University in Washington, D.C., is a university for deaf and hard of hearing students.
In its first 124 years, it never had a Deaf president.
In March 1988, the university's board chose a new president. Two of the three finalists were
deaf, but the board picked the hearing finalist, who did not know sign language. Students
believed a university for deaf students should have a Deaf leader.
Students closed the campus and marched to the U.S. Capitol. They made four demands,
including a Deaf president and more deaf people on the board. Teachers, workers and people
across the country joined them. The protest was called Deaf President Now.
After a week, the students won. On March 13, 1988, I. King Jordan was named the first Deaf
president of Gallaudet University. He said, “"Deaf people can do anything hearing people can
do, except hear.”
\_ J
N
Answer the questions.
What is Gallaudet University?
Why were the students upset?
What was the protest called?
Who became the first Deaf president, and when?
What do you think Jordan’s words mean?
. J
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AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE - DEAF HISTORY - GRADES 3-5

Deaf History Timeline

Write each event from the box in the right place on the timeline.

Name: Date:
\_ _J

e - N
Events (not in order)

Deaf President Now: Gallaudet University gets its first Deaf president (1988).

The first lasting school for the deaf in America opens in Hartford, Connecticut (1817).

The Americans with Disabilities Act becomes law, protecting the rights of deaf people and
others with disabilities (1990).

President Abraham Lincoln signs the law that starts a college for deaf students, now Gallaudet
University (1864).

William Stokoe publishes a study showing that ASL is a real language with its own grammar
(1960).

At a meeting in Milan, Italy, teachers vote that deaf schools should teach speech instead of sign

language (1880).
\ y,

~\

Write each event next to its year.

1817

1864

1880

1960

1988

1990

. J/
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AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE - HOW ASL WORKS - GRADES 2-5

The Five Parts of a Sign

Every sign is made of five parts. Match each part to what it means,
then answer the questions.

Name: Date:

Draw a line from each part to what it means.

Handshape @ @ where you make the sign, like near your chin
Palm orientation @ @ what your face shows while you sign
Location @ @ the shape your hand makes
Movement @ @ which way your palm faces
Facial expression @ @® how your hand moves

7
\\

~N
Name the part.
The sign is made next to your forehead.
Your hand taps two times.
Your eyebrows go up.
Your hand is shaped like the letter B.
\. y,
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AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE - HOW ASL WORKS - GRADES 3-5

Eyebrows Ask Questions

In ASL your eyebrows show what kind of question you are asking. Circle
up or down for each question.

Name: Date:

1 where, when, why, which or how, pull your eyebrows down and together.

: For a yes or no question, raise your eyebrows up. For a question that starts with who, what,

~
Circle what your eyebrows do for each question.

Do you like pizza?
Where is the library?
Is it raining?

Who is your teacher?
Can you sign?

What is your name?
Are you hungry?
Why are you sad?
How old are you?

Do you have a pet?

.

(Up) CDown)

(Up) (Down)

(Up) (Down)

(Up) CDown)

(Up) CDown)

(Up) CDown)

(Up) (Down)

(Up) (Down)

(Up) CDown)

(Up) (Down)

J
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AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE - HOW ASL WORKS - GRADES 2-4
Read about your dominant hand and answer the questions.
Name: Date:
U
e N
Read
Most people have a dominant hand: the hand they write with and use the most. When you
fingerspell or make a one-handed sign, use your dominant hand.
If you are right-handed, your right hand is dominant. If you are left-handed, your left hand is.
Both are correct in ASL.
Pick one hand and stick with it. Switching hands back and forth makes your signing harder to
read.
In two-handed signs where the hands do different things, the dominant hand usually moves and
the other hand stays still, like a base.
. J
N
Answer the questions.
What is a dominant hand?
Which hand do you use to fingerspell?
Is it OK to sign with your left hand?
Why should you not switch hands?
Which hand is your dominant hand?
. J
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AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE - HOW ASL WORKS - GRADES 2-5

ASL Word Search

Find twelve words about ASL and Deaf culture. They go across, down and
diagonally.

Name: Date:

\

-
Find the twelve words. They go across, down and diagonally.

FHSPGSTIGNNR N]| O ALPHABET
I I AFYCMTRGR T/| Ocaprons
N SNNOTISTFAAME]/| Uctere

G LCTDJIKTIKMWTITLO E| Opear

E ALCES SR RUPHTLV Y| OEveBrows
R LEASIRMHY S A E E | (FINGERSPELL
S PRPHRPAPUMSB (O GALLAUDET
P HCTARUDURUPUDER (O HANDSHAPE
E A EI S L B EEENO () INTERPRETER
L BMOAMMNATT W/| ([ MOVEMENT
L EDNEUHARWTFE S| [Opram

ATUSAANTINWHR]| Osoen

. J/
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AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE - HOW ASL WORKS - GRADES 3-5

ASL Vocabulary Match

Draw a line from each ASL word to what it means.

Name: Date:
.
e - - N
Draw a line from each word to what it means.
Fingerspelling @ words on a screen that show what is said
Interpreter @ a short sign that stands for one person
Name sign @ spelling a word letter by letter with your hand
Dominant hand @ people who share ASL and Deaf culture
Captions @ a person who changes one language into another
Deaf community @ the hand you use most when you sign
. J
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AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE - FINGERSPELLING GAMES - GRADES K-3
Fingerspelling Bingo

Two different cards on one page. The caller says a letter: find its
handshape and cover it. Four in a row wins.

Name: Date:

(not J or Z). Four in a row, across, down or corner to corner, wins!

Cut on the dashed line so two players get different cards. The caller says or signs a still letter

W ] 0 | ®
ANREAK
AR
A ARAE:
ANARAE:
AVANER
A
BN
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AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE - FINGERSPELLING GAMES - GRADES 1-3
Three handshapes in each row are the same letter. Circle the one that is
different.
Name: Date:

\

e N

Three handshapes in each row are the same letter. Circle the one that is different.
\_ J
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Name:

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE - FINGERSPELLING GAMES - GRADES K-3

Handshape Memory Cards

Cut out the cards, turn them face down and match each letter to its handshape.

Date:

:' Cut on the dashed lines. Mix the cards and lay them face down. Take turns flipping two cards.
! Keep them if the handshape matches the letter!

r

D

O

LB B B B N N B B N B N B N |

\.

Y

B

O

A

<

]
]
[ ]
[ |
[ |
[ |
]
[ |
|
|
[ |
|
| |
|
|
[ |
h
h
L]
L]
L]
L]
L]
]
[
[}
[
[
[
[
[
[
[ |
]
| |
| |
| |
[ |
| |
| |
|
|
[ |
[ ]
[
[
]
]
Ik

i

It
W

J/
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AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE - FINGERSPELLING GAMES - GRADES 2-5

Fingerspelled Riddles

Name: Date:

Each riddle's answer is spelled in handshapes. Read the letters to solve it.

\

-
Read the riddle. Name the handshapes to find the answer, then write it.

1. What has keys but cannot open a door?

»REY P

2. What has hands but cannot clap?

Ee P E

3. What gets wetter the more it dries?

FOH B

4. What has one eye but cannot see?

ARV

5. What has a neck but no head?

BB

6. What goes up but never comes down?

i

J

J
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AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE - FINGERSPELLING GAMES - GRADES 2-5
Handshape Word Search
Each word is fingerspelled in the list. Read it, then find it in the letter grid.
Name: Date:
\\
(Read each fingerspelled word. Find it in the grid and check the box. h
H S I A B F I S H
S C U I F I L WR
P G A NR H D C U
G S B T O E O H A
P U T I G N D S O
u CcC M AR O O T W
T N WY R D G N S
A M G R N R Y N S
I M O O N O R N G
sVl od e
o® § @ of) B
oibdd  ofipe
0B of PP
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AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE - PRACTICE AND GOALS - GRADES 1-5

My Fingerspelling Practice Log

Practice a little every day. Write what you spelled and check the box

each day.

Name:

Date:

| A few minutes every day helps more than one long practice. Try spelling the alphabet, your

I name and three new words.

~
My practice

Day

Minutes

What | spelled

Day 1

Day 2

Day 3

Day 4

Day 5

Day 6

Day 7

Day 8

Day 9

o oc({0|]0 | 0|00 |0

Day 10

O

\.

J
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Name:

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE - PRACTICE AND GOALS - GRADES 2-5

Check My Handshapes

Look in a mirror or ask a partner. Check off each letter you can make clearly.

Date:

([ Letter Hand I can Partner 1( Letter Hand I can Partner )
A | ® o] O N | ¥ o] O
s | @ |o| O o | | O| O
c || O] O P | ® | O] O
o | & |O| O o || O] O
e | @ | O| D R | | O] O
F | b ]o| O s | ® | o] O
c |= | 0| O r || o| O
H % | O3 O u @ O O
1 | ® | O] O v | 4 |Oo| O
J 9 | O O w %g? O O
«x | & | a| o x | §|a| o
L | @ | O| O vy | W | 0| O
w | ¥ o] o z | @ | O] O
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AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE - PRACTICE AND GOALS - GRADES 2-5

My ASL Goals

Think about what you know and what you want to learn next. Set three ASL
goals.

Name: Date:

.

Letters | am still learning:

Words | can fingerspell smoothly:

Something about Deaf culture | learned:

-
What | know now

Letters | know well:

.

| will practice by:

I will practice by:

I will practice by:

-
My three ASL goals

Goal 1:

Goal 2:

Goal 3:

J
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AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE - PRACTICE AND GOALS - GRADES 1-5

Teach a Friend

Teach a friend or family member some ASL letters, then write and draw
about it.

Name: Date:
-
e N
About my lesson
The person | taught:
Letters | taught:
The hardest one for them was:
They learned best when I:
. J
N
Draw you and your friend practicing ASL.
. J
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AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE - PRACTICE AND GOALS - GRADES K-5

ASL Alphabet Certificate

A certificate for a student who can fingerspell the whole ASL alphabet.

Name: Date:

-
7 3\

Certificate of Achievement

This certificate is presented to

for fingerspelling the whole ASL alphabet from A to Z!

BELa W ==Pedg
WP aOF ¢ 4 Hawy

Teacher Date

N\ Y
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ANSWER KEY - THE ASL ALPHABET - GRADES 1-3

Answer Key: Match the Letter Handshapes

Answers for grown-ups. Where kids write their own ideas, the key

shows one example.

.

|

Y
L :
Ve w
W’L
X
N c
' 0
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ANSWER KEY - THE ASL ALPHABET - GRADES 1-4

Answer Key: Name That Handshape

Answers for grown-ups. Where kids write their own ideas, the key shows

one example.

\
e N
Write the letter for each handshape. Use the ASL Alphabet Chart if you get stuck.
4 N\ N\ 4 N\
(D] [a]
\_ /L J . \L J
4 A4 N\ 4 )
\
(R LF) (P
\. / \\
4 4
(% ) || &8 | &
(H ] [«
\. /J / \\ \. J
\. y,
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ANSWER KEY - LOOK-ALIKE LETTERS - GRADES 2-5
Answer Key: Fist Letters: A,§, T, M, N and €
Answers for grown-ups. Where kids write their own ideas, the key shows
one example.
\_
e \
Look at the thumb
A: a fist with the thumb resting against the side of the pointer finger.
S: a fist with the thumb across the front of the fingers.
T: the thumb tucked between the pointer finger and the middle finger.
M: the thumb tucked under three fingers. N: the thumb tucked under two fingers.
E: the fingertips curl down to rest on the thumb, which is tucked across the palm.
\. y,
N
Write the letter for each handshape.
4 N\ [/ N\ N\ [/ N\
4 N\ [ N\ [ 4
[~ (s (A
\. /J \ / \\ /J \\ J
\. y,
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ANSWER KEY - LOOK-ALIKE LETTERS - GRADES 2-5
Answer Key: Two-Finger Letters: 0, V, R and K
Answers for grown-ups. Where kids write their own ideas, the key
shows one example.
\_ J
e \
Look at the two fingers
U: the pointer and middle fingers stand up, pressed together.
V: the pointer and middle fingers stand up and spread apart, like a peace sign.
R: the pointer and middle fingers cross.
K: the pointer and middle fingers spread apart and the thumb touches the middle finger
between them.
. J
N
Write the letter for each handshape.
4 N\ N\ N\ [/ N\
(& (&) '
/J \\
N\ [
(v [« [«
\. /J \\ /J \\ /J \\ J
\. J
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ANSWER KEY - LOOK-ALIKE LETTERS - GRADES 2-5

Answer Key: Sideways and Down Letters: G, H,P and Q

Answers for grown-ups. Where kids write their own ideas, the key
shows one example.

\

Ve

J

Which way do the fingers point?

G: the pointer finger and thumb point to the side. H: the pointer and middle fingers point to the
side, together.

Q: like G, but the fingers point down. P: like K, but the hand tips over so the middle finger points

down.
\_ Yy,

Write the letter for each handshape.

| B | = |
Nl il Nl e
W | B | =]

Ll @l ® e
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ANSWER KEY - LOOK-ALIKE LETTERS - GRADES 2-5

Answer Key: Letters That Move: J and Z

Answers for grown-ups. Where kids write their own ideas, the key
shows one example.

.

', """"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" Y
: J starts as an | (only the pinky up) and the pinky draws a J in the air. Z uses only the pointer i
: finger, which draws a Z in the air. ’:

-
Make each handshape, then trace the letter it draws.
4 N\ [ N\

\_ J

Circle the answer.
Which finger draws the J? ( pointer ) ( thumb)

Which finger draws the Z? ( pinky ) ( pointer ) ( thumb )

J starts with the handshape for which letter? @ @
How many letters in the ASL alphabet move? @ ( 5 ) ( 26 )

. J/
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ANSWER KEY - LOOK-ALIKE LETTERS - GRADES 2-5

Answer Key: Sort the Handshapes

Answers for grown-ups. Where kids write their own ideas, the key shows
one example.

-
Letters

OOO®OOWOWEOEOOO®

~\

lole

y,
A
Write each letter in the group that fits its handshape. Make each one with your hand to
check.
s N N (" poi e ) [ N N
Closed fist Two fingers up om;is dt: EUS Tips down Moves
A K G P J
E R H Q Z
M U
N \'
S
T
\_ /J \\ /J \\ / \\ / \\ J
\_ J
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ANSWER KEY - READING FINGERSPELLED WORDS - GRADES K-1
Answer Key: Fingerspelled Sight Words
Answers for grown-ups. Where kids write their own ideas, the key
shows one example.
.
[ Read the handshapes. Write the sight word. h
< ; % > @ the
L .
N B e
E@ < &j is
E %a Eg my
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Answer Key: Read Three-Letter Words
Answers for grown-ups. Where kids write their own ideas, the key
shows one example.
\
(Read the three handshapes. Write the word. h
@ @ < ; % cat
@ @ - dog
@AY
3 @ < ; % hat
? %@ é@ pig
{% @ § &tj bus
L&
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ANSWER KEY - READING FINGERSPELLED WORDS - GRADES 1-3

Answer Key: Fingerspelled Animals

Answers for grown-ups. Where kids write their own ideas, the key
shows one example.

.
( Each row spells an animal. Write the word. A
@ @ i\% cat
@ @ %w cow
iOe .
@ % @ B frog
'R
LT -
LhPE .
:Draw your favorite animal from the list. :
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ANSWER KEY - READING FINGERSPELLED WORDS - GRADES 1-3

Answer Key: Fingerspelled Colors

Answers for grown-ups. Where kids write their own ideas, the key shows one
example.

:' In ASL, colors also have their own signs. Here they are fingerspelled so you can practice
| reading letters.

-
Read each color word. Write it, then color the crayon that color.

GEX L -
R A A —
PREY
FAPHE o
EEEY
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ANSWER KEY - READING FINGERSPELLED WORDS - GRADES 1-3

Answer Key: Find the Missing Letter

Answers for grown-ups. Where kids write their own ideas, the key
shows one example.

.

-
One handshape is missing. Circle the handshape that makes a real word.

(T 1

! 1

! 1

 C L § i ,

! 1

| S —

_____

:
B
&
B

—— oy

. J/
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ANSWER KEY - SPELL IT YOURSELF - GRADES 1-3
Answer Key: Handshapes in ABC Order
Answers for grown-ups. Where kids write their own ideas, the key shows
one example.
\_
Name each handshape. Then write the letters in ABC order in the boxes. h
\_ J
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Answer Key: Secret Message Decoder
Answers for grown-ups. Where kids write their own ideas, the key shows one
example.
\_
(Read each secret message. Write it on the line. h
WO BO (4
asl is fun
=P d P Q
good job
=B BaPRYe
hi friend
Pp=0 JhF= §F
signh with me
you rock
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ANSWER KEY - MORE FINGERSPELLING PRACTICE - GRADES 1-3
Answer Key: Fingerspelled Food Words
Answers for grown-ups. Where kids write their own ideas, the key shows
one example.
\
(Read the handshapes. Write the food word. h
=Z. =
? @ @i @ pizza
@ ? ? e@ @ apple
E % j %@ @L §? milk
LHHB
@ @ @ €gg
i " r/; @ @ ? soup
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ANSWER KEY - MORE FINGERSPELLING PRACTICE - GRADES 1-2

Answer Key: Letters Before and After

Answers for grown-ups. Where kids write their own ideas, the key shows
one example.

:' Say the alphabet out loud if you need help: the letter before comes just ahead of it, and the
1 letter after comes next.

[ Write the letter before and the letter after each handshape. h
o at-Nn
/
o R
s ] ﬁ% L] @
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Answer Key: Rhyme Time Handshapes %
Answers for grown-ups. Where kids write their own ideas, the key shows
one example. A\

\_ J

-
Circle the fingerspelled word that rhymes.

dp= =8P £4~
G 4®d ~b=
£EB B8 &P
BRD 27Y -®F
o gédv ({b=) 4

cace filp@= i P= @%Wﬁ@

m FirstArtBooks.co 0 ASL worksheets at firstartbooks.com/asl-worksheets
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ANSWER KEY - MORE FINGERSPELLING PRACTICE - GRADES 1-3

Answer Key: Fingerspell and Draw

Answers for grown-ups. Where kids write their own ideas, the key shows one
example.

\
e N
Read the word. Write it on the line, then draw it in the box.
s N\ N
sun tree
\_ /J \\ J
s N N
fish cake
4 N\ [ N\
star moon
\_ /J \\ J
\_ J
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ANSWER KEY - MORE FINGERSPELLING PRACTICE - GRADES 2-4

Answer Key: Unscramble the Handshapes

Answers for grown-ups. Where kids write their own ideas, the key
shows one example.

Y
1 Name each handshape and say its letter. Then move the letters around in your head until they
1 make a real word.

~
Write the real word.

fish

{
S
g

duck

milk

fj@ jump

BB RN D

RTBB Y =2 P B

zgiz cake

: 5 % tree

i E ; rain
\ J
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ANSWER KEY - DEAF CULTURE AND MANNERS - GRADES 2-5

Answer Key: What Is ASL?

Answers for grown-ups. Where kids write their own ideas, the key
shows one example.

& _/

Ve

J

Read

American Sign Language, or ASL, is a language you see instead of hear. Signers use their
hands, their faces and their bodies to share ideas. Many Deaf and hard of hearing people in the
United States and much of Canada use ASL, and so do their families and friends.

ASL is not English on the hands. It has its own words and its own grammar, the rules for putting
signs together. A sentence in ASL often puts its signs in a different order than English does.

Sign language is not the same all over the world. Many countries have their own. British Sign
Language is very different from ASL, even though people in both countries speak English. ASL
is related to French Sign Language, because a Deaf teacher from France helped start the first
lasting school for the deaf in America in 1817.

Fingerspelling, spelling a word letter by letter, is one part of ASL. Signers use it for names,

places and words that do not have a sign.
. J

Answer the questions.

What does ASL stand for?

American Sign Language

Signers use their hands. What else do they use?

Their faces and their bodies

Is ASL the same as English? How do you know?

No. It has its own words and grammar.

Is sign language the same everywhere in the world?

No. Many countries have their own.

When do signers use fingerspelling?

For names, places and words with no sign

. J/

Free printable from FirstArtBooks.com - 50 ASL worksheets at firstartbooks.com/asl-worksheets Art © Kevin Coulston



(

ANSWER KEY - DEAF CULTURE AND MANNERS - GRADES 2-5

Answer Key: ASL True or False

Answers for grown-ups. Where kids write their own ideas, the key
shows one example.

\

-
Circle True or False.

ASL has its own grammar.

Every country uses the same sign language.

Your face is part of signing in ASL.

ASL and British Sign Language are the same language.

ASL is used in the United States and much of Canada.

Fingerspelling is used for names and places.

Deaf people can only talk with other Deaf people.

Shouting is a polite way to get a Deaf person’s attention.

ASL is related to French Sign Language.

Hearing people can learn ASL too.

\.

J

Gree) Gatse)
(True )
Gree) Crase)
Grue) (Fatse)
Gre) Gaise)

( False )
( True ) ( False )

( True ) ( False )

( True ) ( False)
(True)( False )
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ANSWER KEY - DEAF CULTURE AND MANNERS - GRADES 1-4

Answer Key: Getting Someone’s Attention

Answers for grown-ups. Where kids write their own ideas, the key shows one
example.

.
e A
Ways to get attention
Ctap their shoulder gently) Cwave where they can see you) Cﬂick the lights for a group)
Ctap the table so they feel it) (shout their name) Cgrab their face to turn it)
(throw something at them) (wave right in front of their eyes)
. y,
N
Write each one under Polite or Not polite.
e N\ \
Polite Not polite
tap their shoulder gently shout their name
wave where they can see you grab their face to turn it
flick the lights for a group throw something at them
tap the table so they feel it wave right in front of their eyes
. /J \\ J
. y,
N
Answer the questions.
Once you have their attention, where should you look while you sign?
At the person, keeping eye contact
Why is it rude to look away while someone signs to you?
Signing is seen, so looking away means you stopped listening.
\. y,
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ANSWER KEY - DEAF CULTURE AND MANNERS - GRADES 2-5

Answer Key: What Is a Name Sign?

Answers for grown-ups. Where kids write their own ideas, the key shows one
example.

&

Ve

J

Read

Many people in the Deaf community have a name sign. A hame sign is a short sign that stands
for one person, so friends do not have to fingerspell the whole name every time.

In Deaf culture, a name sign is given to you by a Deaf person who knows you. You do not make
up your own. Until someone gives you one, you fingerspell your name.

Some name signs use the first letter of the person’s name, made in a special place or with a

special movement. Others show something about the person, like curly hair or a big smile.
. J

Answer the questions.

What is a name sign?

A short sign that stands for one person

Who gives you a hame sign?

A Deaf person who knows you

What do you do until you have a hame sign?

Fingerspell your name

Name two kinds of name signs.

First-letter signs and signs that show something about the person

Why are name signs handy?

They are faster than spelling a whole name.

. J/
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ANSWER KEY - DEAF CULTURE AND MANNERS - GRADES 1-4

Answer Key: Ways We Communicate

Answers for grown-ups. Where kids write their own ideas, the key shows
one example.

Y
: Deaf and hard of hearing people choose what works for them, and many use more than one of
1 these.

~
Draw a line from each tool to what it does.

a device placed by a doctor that sends sound
Interpreter . .
signals to the hearing nerve

. a person who turns signs into spoken words and
Captions . .
spoken words into signs

Hearing aid a light that blinks when someone rings the bell

Cochlear implant

words on a screen that show what people are saying

. a small device worn on the ear that makes sounds
Video phone
louder
Flashing doorbell a call on a screen so people can sign to each other
. Y,
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ANSWER KEY - DEAF HISTORY - GRADES 3-5

Answer Key: Meet Laurent Clerc

Answers for grown-ups. Where kids write their own ideas, the key
shows one example.

\

Ve

J

Read

Laurent Clerc was born in France in 1785. He became deaf when he was a baby. When he was
12 he went to a school for deaf children in Paris, where he learned French Sign Language. He
did so well that the school later hired him as a teacher.

In 1816 an American named Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet came to the school. Gallaudet wanted to
start a school for deaf children in the United States, and he asked Clerc to help. Clerc said yes.
On the long trip across the ocean, Clerc taught Gallaudet sign language and Gallaudet helped
Clerc with English.

In 1817 they opened a school in Hartford, Connecticut. Today it is called the American School
for the Deaf, the oldest school for the deaf in the United States that is still open. Clerc taught
there for more than 40 years and trained teachers who started schools across the country.

The signs Clerc brought from France mixed with the signs deaf Americans were already using.

Over many years, this mix grew into American Sign Language.
. J

Answer the questions.

In what country was Laurent Clerc born?

France

What language did he learn at school in Paris?

French Sign Language

Who asked Clerc to come to America?

Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet

When and where did their school open?

1817 in Hartford, Connecticut

How did Clerc’s signs help make ASL?

They mixed with signs deaf Americans already used.

. J/

Free printable from FirstArtBooks.com - 50 ASL worksheets at firstartbooks.com/asl-worksheets Art © Kevin Coulston



ANSWER KEY - DEAF HISTORY - GRADES 3-5

Answer Key: Meet Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet and Alice
Cogswell

Answers for grown-ups. Where kids write their own ideas, the key
shows one example.

\ J

s

J

Read

Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet was a hearing minister in Hartford, Connecticut. His neighbors had
a daughter named Alice Cogswell. Alice was deaf, and at that time there was no school in the
United States where she could learn.

Gallaudet saw that Alice was bright and eager to learn. A famous story says he taught her her
first word, hat, by pointing to his hat and writing the letters in the dirt.

Alice's father, Dr. Mason Cogswell, and other families raised money to send Gallaudet to Europe
in 1815 to learn how deaf children were taught. There he met Laurent Clerc, a Deaf teacher at
the school for the deaf in Paris, and brought him back to America.

In 1817 they opened the school now called the American School for the Deaf, and Alice was one
of its first students. In 1864 a college for deaf students was started in Washington, D.C. Today it

is Gallaudet University, named for Thomas, and his son Edward was its first leader.
.

\.

Answer the questions.

Who was Alice Cogswell?

Gallaudet’s deaf neighbor

Why did Gallaudet go to Europe?

To learn how deaf children were taught

Whom did he bring back to America?

Laurent Clerc

What school did they open in 1817?
The American School for the Deaf

What university is named for Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet?

Gallaudet University

. J/
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ANSWER KEY - DEAF HISTORY - GRADES 3-5

Answer Key: Martha’s Vineyard: An Island That Signed

Answers for grown-ups. Where kids write their own ideas, the key
shows one example.

\

Ve

J

Read

Martha's Vineyard is an island off the coast of Massachusetts. For more than 200 years,
starting in the 1700s, many people there were born deaf. In the town of Chilmark, about 1 out of
every 25 people was deaf.

Because deafness was so common, almost everyone on the island learned to sign, hearing
people too. Deaf and hearing neighbors fished, farmed and went to town meetings together.
Hearing people sometimes signed to each other even with no deaf person around, like across a
field or a boat.

Their language is called Martha's Vineyard Sign Language. Deaf children from the island went
to the school in Hartford, Connecticut, where their signs mixed with others. Many experts think
it was one of the languages that helped form ASL.

Over time, people moved away and fewer deaf children were born on the island. The last deaf

person who grew up using the island’s sign language died in 1952.
\. y,

Answer the questions.

Where is Martha's Vineyard?
Off the coast of Massachusetts

Who on the island learned to sign?

Almost everyone, deaf and hearing

What was the island’s language called?

Martha’s Vineyard Sign Language

How did the island’s signs help ASL?
Island children took them to school in Hartford, where they mixed into ASL.

How do you think signing together made life fairer for deaf islanders?

They could talk with everyone in town.

. J/
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ANSWER KEY - DEAF HISTORY - GRADES 3-5

Answer Key: Deaf President Now

Answers for grown-ups. Where kids write their own ideas, the key
shows one example.

\

Ve

J

Read

Gallaudet University in Washington, D.C., is a university for deaf and hard of hearing students.
In its first 124 years, it never had a Deaf president.

In March 1988, the university's board chose a new president. Two of the three finalists were
deaf, but the board picked the hearing finalist, who did not know sign language. Students
believed a university for deaf students should have a Deaf leader.

Students closed the campus and marched to the U.S. Capitol. They made four demands,
including a Deaf president and more deaf people on the board. Teachers, workers and people
across the country joined them. The protest was called Deaf President Now.

After a week, the students won. On March 13, 1988, I. King Jordan was named the first Deaf
president of Gallaudet University. He said, “"Deaf people can do anything hearing people can

do, except hear.”
. Wy,

Answer the questions.

What is Gallaudet University?

A university for deaf and hard of hearing students

Why were the students upset?

The board picked a hearing president who did not know sign language.

What was the protest called?

Deaf President Now

Who became the first Deaf president, and when?
I. King Jordan, March 13, 1988

What do you think Jordan’s words mean?

Being deaf does not stop people from doing any job.

. J/

Free printable from FirstArtBooks.com - 50 ASL worksheets at firstartbooks.com/asl-worksheets Art © Kevin Coulston



é )

ANSWER KEY - DEAF HISTORY - GRADES 3-5

Answer Key: Deaf History Timeline

Answers for grown-ups. Where kids write their own ideas, the key
shows one example.

& J

e - N
Events (not in order)

Deaf President Now: Gallaudet University gets its first Deaf president (1988).

The first lasting school for the deaf in America opens in Hartford, Connecticut (1817).

The Americans with Disabilities Act becomes law, protecting the rights of deaf people and
others with disabilities (1990).

President Abraham Lincoln signs the law that starts a college for deaf students, now Gallaudet
University (1864).

William Stokoe publishes a study showing that ASL is a real language with its own grammar
(1960).

At a meeting in Milan, Italy, teachers vote that deaf schools should teach speech instead of sign
language (1880).

. y,
. . \
Write each event next to its year.
1817 First school for the deaf opens in Hartford
1864 Lincoln signs the law for a deaf college
1880 Milan meeting votes for speech over sign
1960 Stokoe shows ASL is a real language
1988 Deaf President Now
1990 Americans with Disabilities Act
\. y,
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ANSWER KEY - HOW ASL WORKS - GRADES 2-5

Answer Key: The Five Parts of a Sign

Answers for grown-ups. Where kids write their own ideas, the key
shows one example.

.
' Every sign is made of five parts. Change just one part and you can make a different sign. I

Draw a line from each part to what it means.

Handshape where you make the sign, like near your chin
Palm orientation what your face shows while you sign
Location the shape your hand makes
Movement which way your palm faces
Facial expression how your hand moves

7
\§

Name the part.
The sign is made next to your forehead.

Location

Your hand taps two times.

Movement

Your eyebrows go up.

Facial expression

Your hand is shaped like the letter B.

Handshape
. y,
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ANSWER KEY - HOW ASL WORKS - GRADES 3-5

Answer Key: Eyebrows Ask Questions

Answers for grown-ups. Where kids write their own ideas, the key shows
one example.

:' For a yes or no question, raise your eyebrows up. For a question that starts with who, what,

1 where, when, why, which or how, pull your eyebrows down and together.

\.

~
Circle what your eyebrows do for each question.

Do you like pizza?

Where is the library?

Is it raining?

Who is your teacher?

Can you sign?

What is your name?

Are you hungry?

Why are you sad?

How old are you?

Do you have a pet?
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ANSWER KEY - HOW ASL WORKS - GRADES 2-4

Answer Key: Which Hand Do I Sign With?

Answers for grown-ups. Where kids write their own ideas, the key
shows one example.

&

Ve

J

Read

Most people have a dominant hand: the hand they write with and use the most. When you
fingerspell or make a one-handed sign, use your dominant hand.

If you are right-handed, your right hand is dominant. If you are left-handed, your left hand is.
Both are correct in ASL.

Pick one hand and stick with it. Switching hands back and forth makes your signing harder to
read.

In two-handed signs where the hands do different things, the dominant hand usually moves and

the other hand stays still, like a base.
. J

N
Answer the questions.

What is a dominant hand?

The hand you write with and use the most

Which hand do you use to fingerspell?

Your dominant hand

Is it OK to sign with your left hand?
Yes, if you are left-handed

Why should you not switch hands?

It makes signing harder to read.

Which hand is your dominant hand?

My right hand (answers vary)

. J/
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ANSWER KEY - HOW ASL WORKS - GRADES 2-5

Answer Key: ASL Word Search

Answers for grown-ups. Where kids write their own ideas, the key shows one

\.

example.

\

(Find the twelve words. They go across, down and diagonally.
FHSPGSTIGNNR N]| O ALPHABET
I I AFYCMTRGR T/| Ocaprons
N SNNOTISTFAAME/| Uctere
G LCTDJ KT KMWTITLO E| Opear
E ALCESRUPHTLV Y| OEveBrows
R LEASRUHY S A E E | (O FINGERSPELL
S PR PHRPAPUMSB (O GALLAUDET
P HCTARUDURUPUDER (J HANDSHAPE
E A EI S L B EEENO () INTERPRETER
L BMOAMMNATT W| ([ MOVEMENT
L EDNEUHARWTFE S| Oram
A TUSAANTINWHR]| Osmon

J/
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ANSWER KEY - HOW ASL WORKS - GRADES 3-5
Answers for grown-ups. Where kids write their own ideas, the key
shows one example.
\_
e N
Draw a line from each word to what it means.
Fingerspelling words on a screen that show what is said
Interpreter a short sign that stands for one person
Name sign spelling a word letter by letter with your hand
Dominant hand people who share ASL and Deaf culture
Captions a person who changes one language into another
Deaf community the hand you use most when you sign
. J

Free printable from FirstArtBooks.com - 50 ASL worksheets at firstartbooks.com/asl-worksheets Art © Kevin Coulston



(

ANSWER KEY - FINGERSPELLING GAMES - GRADES 1-3
Answer Key: 0dd Handshape Out
Answers for grown-ups. Where kids write their own ideas, the key shows
one example.
\
(Three handshapes in each row are the same letter. Circle the one that is different. h
\. y,
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ANSWER KEY - FINGERSPELLING GAMES - GRADES 2-5

Answer Key: Fingerspelied Riddles

Answers for grown-ups. Where kids write their own ideas, the key shows one
example.

\_
e \
Read the riddle. Name the handshapes to find the answer, then write it.
1. What has keys but cannot open a door?
2. What has hands but cannot clap?
@ @j; @ @ @? clock
3. What gets wetter the more it dries?
<%§§ f@ %M Q%; @L towel
4. What has one eye but cannot see?
@5 {%3 (%i %@ @L(%i needle
5. What has a neck but no head?
@ f @ (% §§ Gfg" %; @_L {%; bottle
6. What goes up but never comes down?
< i% 5 % 2 %g age
\. y,
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ANSWER KEY - FINGERSPELLING GAMES - GRADES 2-5
Answer Key: Handshape Word Search
Answers for grown-ups. Where kids write their own ideas, the key shows
one example.
\_
(Read each fingerspelled word. Find it in the grid and check the box. h
H S I A B F I S H
S C U I F I L W R
P G A NR H D C U
G S B T O E O H A
P U T I G N D S O
u CcC M AR O O T W
T N WY R D G N S
A M G R N R Y N S
I M O O N O R N G
D@@@I}CAT O @@@DOG
D@@@SUN D@t@ \ /) &> FISH
O (% E@ &% @BIRD D@ &%@@FROG
OB e O PP oo
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